
P a g e P a g e  | 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Hockinson Families 

January signals the beginning of a new year and 

just about the end of our first semester.  Finals 

will take place February 1 and there will be no 

school on Friday, February 2, for a semester 

break.  Teachers use this day to grade finals, 

input final grades and prepare for the new 

semester.   

 

The end of a semester can be a stressful time for 

students with finals and the realization that a 

semester’s worth of learning is about to come 

down to one permanent grade. 

 

You can help your student by: 

 

--Identifying and prioritizing the big stuff. Help your 

student identify the most important “to-do” items. 

Explaining why these are the most monumental 

will help the little stressors melt away. Encourage 

your student to block out some regular time to 

tackle those prioritized items. If your student 

struggles with accountability, consider setting a 

regular check-in with you or creating something 

visible as a reminder.  

 

--Listening. Sometimes students just need 

someone safe for venting their frustrations. You 

don’t necessarily need to take action; instead, ask 

your student questions. If the venting includes 

issues with a class or teacher, then encourage 

your student to communicate directly with the 

teacher during Focus. The end goal is to help your 

student to ask themselves these same kinds of 

questions when they are adults, and you are no 

longer there to help them.   

 

--Reframing his or her mindset. Help your student 

see mistakes as learning opportunities. Letting 

students understand that winners aren’t perfect, 

but are people who have gotten back up after a 

setback. Encourage your student to look over 

errors and analyze what they need to do 

differently and to learn from that experience.   

 
--Lastly, remind your student to lead a healthy and 

balanced lifestyle.  Eating right, exercising, getting 

eight to nine hours of sleep every night and 

balancing work and play are important for teens. 

 

ASB News 

Tolo:  Hockinson High School Present a Red 

Carpet Event, "The Oscars" 

 

When: January 6, 2018 

Time: 8 pm-10 pm 

Price: $12 with ASB $14 without ASB 

Attire: Semi-formal 

 

Yearbook 

Yearbook Senior Baby Ads: Baby Ads will be 

accepted between January 8th - 12th in the 

Activities office. First come first serve. Limited 

space. Bring the following when you submit: cost 

$30, hard copy of the baby picture, a TYPED 

message of 300 characters or less, contact 

 

HHS Mission: to 

empower all students to 

achieve their goals in 

high school and beyond. 

 

Volume 17, Issue 5 

January 2018 

Hockinson High School 



P a g e  | 2 

 

 

 

information, and a stamped, self-addressed 

envelope if you would like the picture returned. 

Questions? Email sally.drendel@hocksd.org. 

 

Band 

Tacoma Dome 

 
 

This year's football season was definitely one for 

the record books, both for the football team and 

the band.  With nine football performances at 

regular season and playoff football games, the 

HHS Band performed at more football games than 

any other year in school history.  This record-

breaking season culminated in a trip to the 

Tacoma Dome on December 2 to cheer on the 

Hawks as they took on the Tumwater 

Thunderbirds in the 2A State Football 

Championship Game.  The band showed up in 

force and cheered the Hawks on to a 35-22 

victory and the first State title for football in our 

school's history!  The talent and energy of our 

band was on full display in Tacoma and 

throughout the entire football season.  A big thank 

you to the members of the Jazz Band for putting 

the band, team, and community first by sacrificing 

a chance at defending their 1st place title at this 

year's Skyview Jazz Festival.  Another big shout 

out goes to all the pit orchestra members, as well 

as the band members who made up the cast and 

crew of this year's winter musical, "White 

Christmas," for following up our performance in 

Tacoma with a fantastic evening performance of 

the musical!  Go Hawks! 

 

 

 

 

Winter Musical 

 
 

The Pit Orchestra was back in action the first 

week of December at the HHS production of Irving 

Berlin's White Christmas. When speaking with the 

Musical Director, Greg Saum, he said: “Congrats 

just have to go to our amazing pit orchestra on a 

truly enjoyable and excellent job on White 

Christmas. I was completely blown away by their 

patience and flexibility as we tried to experiment 

with new layouts of our set. The HHS Theatre 

Company is so fortunate to have your incredible 

talent help bring our shows alive!" 

 

Benefit Dinner & Auction 

April 21st, 2018. It’s time to get out our diaries / 

apps and reserve this date for our 10th annual 

Benefit Dinner & Silent Auction. We are beginning 

the process of securing donations to be auctioned 

at the event and we need your help!  If you have 

any items that you are willing to donate or know of 

any businesses that are willing to participate, 

please contact Janell Morley at 360-910-8897.  

This event is our biggest fundraiser of the year! 

 

Pacific Lutheran University 

Northwest High School Honor Band 

Congratulations to the six senior band members 

who were selected to participate in the 2018 

Pacific Lutheran University Northwest High School 

Honor Band.  The honor band, composed of over 

250 high school students from Washington, 

Oregon, and Idaho, will travel to PLU January 5th 

to rehearse with two world-renowned guest 

conductors in preparation for gala concert 

Saturday, January 6th.  Congratulations to: 

Dalton Barham - percussion 

mailto:sally.drendel@hocksd.org
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Shannon Dally - oboe 

Kinzie Johns - percussion 

Liz Lindsley - flute 

Riley Lyons - trombone 

Cole Vandermaas – bassoon 

 

College and Career Center 

Don’t miss a thing!  Join the College and Career 

Center group on Schoology with access code 

ZN8X9-3XK87. 

 

Are you a sophomore or junior interested in 

attending Cascadia Technical Academy?  There 

will be an informational meeting presented by the 

Cascadia Technical Academy staff on Friday, 

January 5 during Focus. Cascadia Technical 

Academy tours will be on February 9 – sign-ups 

will take place after the informational assembly. 

 

Soon Clark College will host Running Start Info 

Nights.  The meetings are usually from 7-8 p.m. in 

the Clark College Gym for students and 

families.  Stay tuned for the dates.  This is an 

optional meeting to learn about eligibility, pros 

and cons, deadlines, and 

requirements for fall 

2018.  Current Running 

Start students will also 

discuss their experiences.  

 

High School and Beyond Plan: 

In addition to meeting credit and state testing 

requirements, seniors must also complete a High 

School and Beyond Plan (HSBP) in order to 

graduate in the state of Washington.  Ask your 

senior and/or check with Jenn Miller at 

Jennifer.miller@hocksd.org in the College and 

Career Center to see if your senior’s plan is 

complete.  The deadline for completion is Friday, 

January 5. 

AAA Booster News 

A BIG THANK YOU to all of our Hockinson Holiday 

Bazaar vendors and shoppers!  Each year tends to 

get more popular and this year did not disappoint; 

it was very well attended!  Some people are 

already talking about next year!!  And, if you were 

at the football game in the Tacoma Dome 

watching our boys football team make school 

history winning state – no worries, there were 

plenty of shoppers in Hockinson!   

A friendly reminder to use Amazon Smile when 

shopping Amazon – the page should look 

something like this if you are supporting 

Hockinson High School: 

 
No additional cost to you, just shop as normal and 

Amazon donates to your cause … it’s that easy. 

 

Do you belong to a CLUB or TEAM that is Looking 

For Fundraising Opportunities?  DID YOU KNOW 

THE BOOSTERS HAS OPPORTUNITIES FOR CLUBS 

AND TEAMS TO FUNDRAISE?  Opportunities 

include events like Fun Days, the Holiday Bazaar, 

and the Auction.  Coaches & Parents:  Please join 

us – ALL are welcome. When, you ask?: 

 

BOOSTER MEETINGS 

 January 17 

 February 21 

 March 21 

 April 18 

 May 16 

 June 13 

Meetings start at 6:30pm in the High School 

Library.  The February through June meetings will 

include Fun Days planning from 7:30pm-8:30pm.  

If you are interested in being a part of Fun Days, 

please join us.  Hope to see you out there! 

http://www.ccskillscenter.com/
mailto:Jennifer.miller@hocksd.org
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And finally ….. 

SAVE THE DATES 

Fun Days June 1, 2018 & 

June 2, 2018 

Auction October 20, 2018 

Holiday Bazaar December 1, 2018 
 

Rugby 

Registration is now open. 

Spring practices are twice a week. 

Coaches make allowances for student athletes 

finishing winter sports. 

Register now so you get the pre-season Coach 

emails. 

Pay fees end of January before practices start. 

Season is March 10th to May 19th 

For more information: www.hockinsonrugby.com 
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Counseling Center 
Brian Kimber – students last names A-K                                          Myke Pace – students last names L-Z 

 

 

 

World Language Competency Credits 

Beginning with the class of 2019 students in the state of Washington have to 

earn 2 credits in a World Language to meet graduation requirements.  Most 

students have taken, or will take, courses in the two languages that we offer 

here at Hockinson, French and Spanish.   

 

However, we have found that students may develop language skills in many 

ways.  They may use another language at home, attend language programs 

in the community, learn language skills online or spend time living abroad.  

Students who have achieved some proficiency in a world language may seek 

to earn credit by taking an assessment that measures their proficiency. 

 

Students who wish to pursue this option can sign up to participate in a state and district sponsored 

program that will assess their proficiency in another language.  If they demonstrate at least a Novice Mid 

proficiency level, they will receive a certificate of recognition and a letter indicating proficiency levels and 

high school credit equivalencies. 

 

If you’d like to know more please contact your student’s counselor. 

 

 

January 31, 6:00 Sophomore Family Information Night 

- Find out about the many opportunities that 

open up to students their junior year. 

 

February 13, Career Day 

- Students will spend the first half of the day 

hearing about different careers from community members. 

 

 

 

 

Next testing dates: 

ACT 

February 10 

Register before January 12 

 

SAT 

March 9 

Register before February 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://k12.wa.us/WorldLanguages/CompetencyBasedCredits.aspx
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Hockinson High School Faculty  

To contact any staff member by e-mail use the 

following address scheme:  

 firstname.lastname@hocksd.org 

 

For example, to contact Principal Colleen Anders: 

colleen.anders@hocksd.org 

Colleen Anders Principal 

Josh Johnson Asst. Principal/Athletic 

Director 

Teachers: 

  

Toni Allyn Language Arts 

Kayla Briggs Occupational Therapist 

Tina Brooks Speech/Language 

Pathologist 

David Coffing Social Studies 

Curtis Collingwood Spanish 

Stephen Cookson French 

Andrew Davis Science 

Dennis DeWitt Science 

Sally Drendel Language Arts/Yrbk 

Elizabeth Fortier Language Arts 

John Frank Special Education 

Gail Gunderson Math/Spanish 

Joey Harteloo Language Arts 

Tanya Hochhalter Visual Arts 

Berit Kretz Math 

BeLynda Lee-Jensen Science 

Shannon McCombs Instructional Coach/ 

Credit Recovery  

Corey McEnry Performing Arts - Music 

Jennifer Miller College/Career 

Counselor 

Heidi Morris Social Studies 

Heber Nelski Math 

Sean O’Neal Social Studies/ 

Math/Pysch 

Randy Pearrow PE 

Leslie Pershall Health/PE 

Janet Prentice Special Education 

Angela Redinger Social Studies 

Patrick Redmond CTE Woods, Metal, 

Work Based Learning 

Margo Rice CTE Business 

Thomas Royce Science 

Leslie Ruby Developmental 

Resource 

Greg Saum Language Arts/Theatre 

Jade Scott Language Arts 

Jim St. George Math 

Sebastian Strickler Spanish 

Beth Tugaw ASB/PE/Athletics 

Shairn Villa Psychologist 

Dawn Wallace Math 

Carolyn Waters 18-21 Program 

Counselors: 

Brian Kimber Counselor, 

Last Names A - K 

Myke Pace Counselor, 

Last Names L - Z 

 

Support Staff: 

Joshua Brown-Silva Nutrition Director with 

Chartwells 

Dennis Combs Custodian 

Joanne Graham Registrar 

mailto:firstname.lastname@hocksd.org
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Jason Granneman Sheriff Resource 

Officer 

Becky Hawkins Principal’s Secretary 

Shari Hazelbaker Nurse 

Karrie Higley Custodian 

Kade Hoots Lead Custodian 

Mary Hylton Security 

Lisa Krussow Media Support Aide 

Susan Lemos Para-educator 

Eddie Medina Student Assistance 

Professional & 

Prevention/Intervention 

Specialist 

Patty Ortega Para-educator 

Kristi Rogers Office Staff 

Laura Schauer Para-educator 

Gelaine Scroggie Custodian 

Angela Sexson Para-educator 

Christy Sparks Athletic Secretary 

Jessica Stecher Para-educator 

Tracy Turner ASB Bookkeeper 

Amy Warnke Attendance 

 

Coming Up 

Tue 1/2 Classes Resume  

Sat 1/6 Tolo, “The Oscars” 8-10 PM 

Mon 1/15 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – 

NO SCHOOL 
 

Wed 1/31 
Sophomore Parent Info. Night, 

MPR 
6 PM 

Thur 2/1 Last day of semester 1  

Fri 2/2 Semester Break – NO SCHOOL  

Tue 2/13 Career Day  

 

HHS Vision: to create an environment that is 

engaging and supportive, where students are 

challenged academically, intellectually, and 

personally to think critically, creatively and with 

flexibility. 

 

Hockinson High School  

16819 NE 159th St. 

Brush Prairie, WA  98606 

P: 360-448-6450   

F: 360-448-6459 

 

Cascade Transportation: 360-687-7137 


